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Maryland Performance 

Standards and Local 
Amendments 



The Maryland Department of Labor, Licensing, 
and Regulation updated the Maryland 

Building Performance Standards with an 
effective date of March 25, 2019.

St. Mary’s County is required to implement 
and enforce the updated Maryland Building 

Performance Standards and any local 
amendments no later than March 25, 2020.
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Prior Maryland Building Performance 
Standards consisted of:

• International Building Code 2015 edition

• International Residential Code 2015 edition

• International Energy Conservation Code 
2015 edition

• International Existing Building Code 2012 
edition
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Updated Maryland Building Performance 
Standards consist of:

• International Building Code 2018 edition

• International Residential Code 2018 
edition

• International Energy Conservation Code 
2018 edition

• International Existing Building Code 2015 
edition
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Maryland Amendments include:

• Definition of Agritourism

• Definition of Agricultural Building

• Exceptions for agricultural buildings for 
which agritourism is an intended 
subordinate use.
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Definition of Agritourism:

An activity conducted on a farm that is 
offered to a member of the general public or 

to invited guests for the purpose of 
education, recreation, or active involvement 

in the farm operation. 

(and)
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Definition of Agritourism: 

(continued)

Agritourism includes farm tours, hayrides, 
corn mazes, petting farms, farm museums, 

guest farms, pumpkin patches, pick your 
own or cut your own produce, classes 

related to agricultural products or skills, and 
picnic and party (wedding, birthday, 

anniversary, corporate retreat, etc.) facilities 
offered in conjunction with any agritourism 

activity.
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Definition of Agricultural Building:

A structure designed and constructed to 
house farm implements, hay, grain, poultry, 
livestock, or other horticultural products. 
Agricultural building does not include a place 
of human residence.
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Exceptions for Agritourism are:

• Maximum 200 people in building 
without sprinklers

• Need not comply with requirements for 
bathrooms, elevators or any other 
provisions of the Building Code



St. Mary’s County Amendments that are 
retained:

Building Inspections are not required for:

One- or two-family dwellings not 
connected or intended to be 
connected to an electrical utility; or 
other source of electrical power; 
provided, however, a building permit 
shall be required.
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St. Mary’s County Amendments 

that are retained:

Building Inspections are not required for:

One-story detached accessory 
structures with a floor area not greater 
than 600 square feet; provided, 
however, a building permit shall be 
required.
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St. Mary’s County Amendments 

that are retained:

Blower Door Testing is not required for a  
satisfactory inspection of additions to One-
and Two-Family Dwellings.
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Proposed Amendment To Facilitate 
Commercial Plan Review:

Section 107.3 Examination of documents.

The Department shall review 
appropriate plans.
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Questions?
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